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ENNOMINATION CEREMONY


Parent(s) or Reader

B'ruchim habaim:  Blessed are all who have come here on this

happy occasion.


Parent(s) or Reader


(The candles are lit)

There is a new light in (our, your) hearts and in (our, your) home;


These candles celebrate the birth of (our, your) child.

Out of the creative darkness (she/he) has come;


These candles celebrate (her/his) emergence into the light.

Fortunate the woman who knows the pangs of birth, for she has held 
a star;

Fortunate the man who fathers a child, for he has held eternity in 
his arms.

These candles celebrate the fire of our love out of which this


child was created.


Parent(s) or Reader

The unending generations of life reveal the unity of an ever-changing universe.  Hidden in birth and death, the roaring winds, and the gentle voices of loved ones lies the harmony of existence.  As we gather here in community, we make manifest the unity of the universe that gave us all birth:


Shema yisrael adonai elohenu adonai echad.


Baruch shem kevod malchutoe le-olam va-ed.
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Parent(s)

Tomorrow is a mystery, and the day after is unknown.  In awe we face our (daughter's/son's) tomorrows, all that this child may come to be.

This warm softness is dreaming innocence.  With our love and care we seek to make (her/his) dreams real in the world.


Parent(s) or Reader


(The cup is filled with wine from a new bottle).

This cup is the vessel of our hopes.  It is filled with the new wine of a life just begun.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy this child has brought.


So many of our hopes cannot be spoken.  They must be left in

the heart's deep, silent places.


Baruch attah adonai elohenu melech haolam borai pre hagafen.


Parent(s) or Reader

On this (       ) day of the month of (           ), (year), corresponding to the (        ) day of (          ), 57, of the Hebrew calendar, (             ) give to (our/their) (daughter/son) the English name (                ), and the Hebrew name (                         ).  May (she/he) live and grow in health and happiness.

On this day, (we, they) declare that (we/they) give to (our/their) (daughter/son) the name "Jew," and thus bring (her/him) into the community of Israel.  May this name we now bestow from without come to have every greater meaning within.  May it resonate within the depths of (her/his) being, calling forth an authentic and enduring response.
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Parent(s) or Reader

May (          's) life be one of security and trust.


Yevarechecha adonai veyishmerecha.

May (          's) life shine with dignity and freedom.


Ya'er adonai panav eilecha veechunecka.

May (           's) life know the creative harmony of peace.


Yisah adonai panav eilecha ve-yasem lecha shalom.

May (we/you) bring (our/your) (daughter/son) into the ways of Torah, Chuppah, veMa-asim Tovim:  into the way of the spirit, the way of ongoing life, and the way of love.









Amen.
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******NOTE:  This section may be added in accordance with the wishes of the parents.


The Parents Declaration

It is the way of parents to care for their children.  Yet we would not protect you overmuch or overlong so that our love becomes a prison from which you must escape.  As the poet has written:

Your children are not your children.  They are the sons and 
daughters of Life's longing for itself.

They come through you but not from you, and though they


are with you, they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts, for they have 


their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls 


dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not


even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.


For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent


forth.

The archer sees his mark upon the path of the infinite, and he 
bends you with his might that his arrows may go swift and far.

Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness; for even as


he loves the arrow that flies, so he loves also the bow that is stable.1
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It is in this spirit today (              ) and I declare to you:

Your existence is your possession, not ours.  Out of our love and concern we intrude in your life for a little while, to help you live and grow.  It is our hope and our prayer that we will know when that time is done.  For then, with grace and respect, we must return to you what has been ours only in trust--that which has always been rightfully yours:  yourself.


You are not in this world to live up to my expectations!


You are you


And I am I

Blessed are you (my/our) child in the newness of your existence,

Blessed are we who have been enriched by your life.2
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ENNOMINATION CEREMONY

The Ennomination Ceremony is a birth ritual intended for use in the liberal Jewish community.  It applies equally to girls and boys, and serves a number of purposes.  In the Ennomination Ceremony, the child is publicly introduced into the Jewish community.  The child is formally given the name Jew, which he shares in common with other members of the community, and which serves as a basic symbol in his religious life.  Also, in the Ennomination Ceremony, the child is given his proper name, which signifies the reality and fundamental importance of his individuality.  Those present at the ceremony represent the liberal religious community's affirmation of the right of the child to individuality, and the freedom implicit in this right.  Thus, the Ennomination Ceremony bestows upon a child membership in the Jewish religious community while affirming his freedom in that community to realize his special qualities as a unique human being.  It goes without saying that the Ennomination Ceremony aids parents and community alike the opportunity to rejoice in the pleasure of new human life. (Editor)
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NOTES

1.  Kahil Gibran, The Profit, pp. 17f.  The following reading may 

    be substituted:


"Every person born into this world represents something new, something that never existed before, something original and unique.  It is the duty of every person in Israel to know and consider that he is unique in the world in his particular character and that there has never been anyone like him in the world, for if there had been someone like him, there would have been no need for him to be in the world.  Every single man is a new thing in the world and is called upon to fulfill his individuality in the world."









Martin Buber

                                        The Way of Man

2.  Other sources:  Sheldon Blank, Alvin Reines, "Ennomination Ceremony," Anthony Holz, "Ennomination Ceremony."8
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ON THE BIRTH OF A CHILD

We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, for 

giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach 

this day of joy.  Amen.

Source of all life, our hearts are filled with joy for the new

life which has been entrusted to us.  Not with words alone shall we

voice our thanks, but with our striving to rear our child with love

and understanding and tender care.

Bestow Your blessing on our child, that he may grow in strength

of body, mind, and spirit.  May he learn to love all that is good 

and beautiful and true, to be a blessing to society and a joy to

himself.

May our child find his way in the paths of Torah and good deeds as

a loyal member of his people, always faithful to the Covenant.  

Give us, O God, the wisdom, courage, and faith that we as parents 

shall need to raise our child to be a human and humane being, a 

strong and happy and loving person.








  Amen.
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PARENTS BLESSING

O Lord, make me a better parent.  Teach me to understand my child, to listen patiently to what he has to say, and to answer all his questions kindly.  Keep me from interrupting or contradicting him.  Make me as courteous to him as I would have him be to me.  Forbid that I should ever laugh at his mistakes, or resort to shame or ridicule when he displeases me.  May I never punish him for my own selfish satisfaction, or to show my power.  Let me not tempt my child to lie or steal.  And guide me always that I may demonstrate by all that I say and do, that honesty produces happiness.  Reduce the meanness in me.  And when I am out of sorts, help me to hold my tongue.  May I ever be mindful that my child is a child, and that I cannot expect of him the judgment of adults.  Let me not rob him of the opportunity to wait on himself and to make decisions.  Bless me so that I may grant all his reasonable requests, and the courage to deny him privileges that I know will hurt him.  Make me fair and just, O Lord.  And fit me to be loved, respected, and imitated by my child.

           AMEN.
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Key Blessing Transliterations 


Baby Namings

Mohel's Blessing:


Baruch ata adonai eloheinu melech haolam asher kideshanu bemitsvotav vetsivanu al hamila.


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, by whose Mitzvot we are hallowed, who has given us the Mitzvah of circumcision.

Shehecheyanu


Baruch ata adonai eloheinu melech haolam shehecheyanu vkimanu vhigiyanu lazman hazeh.


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.

Blessing over wine


Baruch ata adonai eloheinu melech haolam borei pri hagafen.


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.
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BRIS CEREMONY


for


SCOT MORGAN ALTMAN


by Julie and Ron Altman


Tuesday, August 8, 1995
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RABBI LEVIN
Today we are here to welcome and introduce Scott Morgan Altman into the Jewish community.  We give him a Hebrew name and an English name.  His English name signifies the reality and fundamental importance of his individuality.  The Hebrew name brings him into the life of Judaism.  Within him is the spirit of untold generations of Jews who lived so that the idea of the people of Israel would endure.

B'ruchim Ha'baim:  Blessed are all those who have come here on this happy occasion.

G-d and Creator, happy parents have come into Your presence to voice the longings of their hearts in prayer.  Give them the wisdom to teach their child to be faithful to the heritage of the Household of Israel, that he may grow up with the knowledge that You are always near to him, guiding and sustaining him.  Keep open the eyes of his spirit, that he may ever be conscious of the beauty and wonder of Your world.  And let him learn to love the goodness that is in man and woman that he may ever nourish the goodness that has been implanted within him.  Though none can escape sorrow and pain, we humbly ask for him the courage to face evil, the faith to transcend it, and the strength to subdue it.  Grant him health of mind and strength of body, that he may enjoy fullness of years and live to do Your will in faithfulness.  Amen

(Jordy lights the candles before beginning).

RON

There is a new light in our hearts and in our home.  These candles celebrate the birth of our child and his emergence into light.

Praised by the Lord our G-d, Ruler of the universe, who makes light and creates darkness, who ordains peace and fashions all things.

With compassion He gives light to the earth and all who dwell there:  with goodness He renews the work of creation continually, day by day.

Let all bless You, O Lord our G-d, for the excellence of Your handiwork, and for the glowing stars that You have made.  Let them glorify You forever.  Blessed is the Lord, the Maker of light.
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RABBI LEVIN

The unending generations of life reveal the unity of an ever changing universe.  Hidden in birth and death, the roaring winds, and the gentle voices of loved ones lies the harmony of existence.  As we gather here in community, we make manifest the unity of the universe that gave us all birth.  Let us rise and recite the Shema:

(Jordy and Doug lead the Shema)


Shema Yisrael Adonay Eloheynu Adonay Echad.


Hear, O Israel:  The Lord is our G-d, the Lord is One.


Baruch Shem K'vold Malchuto L'olam Vaed.


Praised be His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.

(Everyone is seated)

JULIE

Tomorrow is a mystery , and the day after is unknown.  In awe we face our son's tomorrows, all that he may come to be.  With our love and care we seek to make his dreams real in the world.  We seek to give him roots and wings.

RABBI LEVIN

(The Altman cup is filled with wine from a new bottle).

This cup is the vessel of your parents' hopes.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy that you have brought your parents.  So many of the hopes for you cannot be spoken.  They must be left in the heart's deep, silent places.  May your life be as sweet as this wine:  may your just and loving deeds be as numberless as the tendrils of the vine:  and may your cup of warmth and caring never be empty.

Three times before, fifteen years ago at your wedding, nine years ago when Jordy was born and six years ago when Doug was born, you drank wine together from this same cup.  Drink again for you have shared the greatest of joys--that of participating in the creation of life.

Let us unite ourselves with the vast miracle of life, of birth and generation, of the Order of the universe, by reciting together a benediction over the wine:

ALL:
Baruch ata Adonay Elohanu Melech Ha'aloam Boray P'ree Ha'gafen


Blessed are Thou, O Lord our G-d, who has granted us the privilege of tasting fully of life.


(Julie and Ron drink.  Scott is given a drop of wine).
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RON  (Recite the Parents Blessing)

O Lord, make us better parents.  Teach us to understand our child, to listen patiently to what he has to say, and to answer all his questions kindly.  Keep us from interrupting or contradicting him.  Make us as courteous to him as we would have him be to us.  Forbid that we should ever laugh at his mistakes, or resort to shame or ridicule when he displeases us.  May we never punish him for our own selfish satisfaction or to show power.  Let us not tempt our child to lie or steal.  And guide us always that we may demonstrate by all that we say and do, that honesty produces happiness.  Reduce the meanness in us.  And when we are out of sorts, help us to hold our tongues.  May we ever be mindful that our child is a child, and that we cannot expect of him the judgment of adults.  Let us not rob him of the opportunity to wait on himself and to make decisions.  Bless us so that we may grant all his reasonable requests, and the courage to deny him privileges that we know will hurt him.  Make us fair and just, O Lord.  And fit us to be loved, respected, and imitated by our child, Scott.  Amen.

JULIE (Recite On the Birth of a Child)

We give thanks to you, O Lord our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.  Amen.

Source of all life, our hearts are filled with joy for the new life which has been entrusted to us.  Not with words alone shall we voice our thanks, but with our striving to rear our child with love and understanding and tender care.

Bestow Your blessing on our child, that he may grow in strength of body, mind, and spirit.  May he learn to love all that is good and beautiful and true, to be a blessing to society, and a joy to himself.

May our child find his way in the paths of Torah and good deeds as a loyal member of his people, always faithful to the Covenant.  Give us, O G-d, the wisdom, courage and faith that we as parents shall need to raise our child to be a human and humane being, a strong and happy, loving person.  Amen.

RABBI LEVIN

In contemplating such artistry, we contemplate a miracle.  His is a miracle of renewal, a new start, a new opportunity.  The cycle of life continues.  In the presence of this company and the Lord, our G-d, we declare that on the 8th day of the month of August, 1995, corresponding to the 12th day of Av, 5755, of the Hebrew calendar, this child shall be known in the Household of Israel as Shimon Mordechai ben Avraham Benyamin v Yehudit.  May this be a name which brings honor to our people, joy to his family and fulfillment to himself.  May he live and grow in health and happiness.
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RON

Scott Morgan is named after my father, Stanley Martin.  His Hebrew name, Shimon Mordechai, was, in fact, my father's.  Scott, your grandpa Stan was an incredibly warm and caring person.  He loved his family, especially his grandchildren.  Nothing gave him more pleasure than to have Jordy, Doug, Tracy, and Brian by his side.  When he passed away several years ago, I asked G-d for a sign that my dad was still among us.  We now know that you are that sign.  We pray that you have inherited many of his wonderful qualities and that your life is full of happiness and joy.

Blessed is the Lord, our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this happy day.

Shechechiyanu:

O G-d, for the gift of this child we give thanks, praying that we will be worth of the blessing and responsibility of parenthood.

JULIE

May we show our gratitude to You by leading our son in the way of righteousness.  Teach us to guide and instruct him, that he may grow up to be loyal to Judaism and a worth member of the Jewish community.  We hope all your dreams will be fulfilled.

JULIE AND RON

May the One who lead our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and our mothers, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, and Rachael, bless this child with life and health.  May he be a joy to our family.  May he live to bring honor to the House of Israel, blessing to humanity, and glory to the name of G-d.

RABBI LEVIN (he holds Scott)

May G-d bless you as He blessed Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord lift up His face unto you and give you peace.

Let us say.  Amen.

Thank you for sharing this happy occasion with us.
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NAMING OF MARGARET KATHRYN HERMAN


Bruce and Elise bring in baby

Bruce and Elise:


We present this child to be initiated into the household of Israel and the covenant of our people.

Bruce:


Barucha haba a b shaym Adonai

Elise:


May she who enters be blessed in the name of the Lord.

Bruce:


Reverence for life has been bestowed upon you, Vicki and Mark, as a fulfillment of your covenant with God.  As God said to Israel, choose life that you and your descendants may live.

Elise:


The birth of a daughter brings you joy and hope, and the courage to reaffirm your enduring covenant with life and its creator.

Rabbi Levin:


Today we are here to welcome and introduce Margaret Kathryn Herman into the Jewish community.  We give her a Hebrew name and an English name.  Her English name signifies the reality and fundamental importance of her individuality.  The Hebrew name brings her into the life of Judaism.  Within her is the spirit of untold generations of Jews who lived so that the idea of the people of Israel would endure.


God and Creator, happy parents have come into your presence to voice the longing of their hearts in prayer.  Given them the wisdom to teach their child to be faithful to the heritage of the household of Israel, that she may grow up with the knowledge that your are always near to her, guiding and sustaining her.  Keep open the eyes of her spirit, that she may ever by conscious of the beauty and wonder of Your world.  And let her learn to love the goodness that is in man and woman, that she may ever nourish the goodness that has been implanted within her.  Though none can escape sorrow and pain, we humbly ask for her the courage to face evil, the faith to transcend it, and the strength to subdue it.  Grant her health of mind and strength of body, that she may enjoy fullness of years and live to do Your will in faithfulness.  Amen.
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Vicki:


Light is a symbol of the Divine Presence in the World.  We light these candles to celebrate a new life.  These shabbos candlesticks are a special gift to Margaret from Mark's godparents, the Franzeis.


Baruch atau adonai Elohenu meloch ha biem asher kidshanu b' mitz votau vitsivanu al Kiddush has nayim.


Blessed art though O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has hallowed us by this mitzvot and commanded us to sanctify life.

Mark:


There is a new light in our hearts and in our home.  These candles celebrate the birth of our child and her emergence into the light of life.

Rabbi Levin:


Children are the provision of the Lord, the fruit of the womb, his reward.  Fortunate is the woman who knows the joy of holding her child for she has held a star.  Fortunate is the man who becomes a father to a child, for he has held eternity in his arms.  These candles celebrate the spirit of your heart out of which your love was created.


Please join us as we rejoice with the Shehecheyanu.

All:


Baruch ata adonai eloheinu melech haolam shehecheyanu vkimanu vhigiyanu lazman haseh.


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.

Mark & Vicki:


Source of all life, our hearts are filled with joy for the new life which has been entrusted to us.  Not with words alone do we voice our thanks, but with our striving to rear our child with love and understanding and tender care.


Bestow Your blessing upon Margaret, that she may grow in strength of body, mind, and spirit.  May she learn to love all that is good and beautiful and true, to be a blessing to society and joy to herself.


May Margaret find her way in the paths of Torah and good deeds as a loyal member of her people, always faithful to the Covenant.  Give us, O God, the wisdom, courage, and faith that we as parents need to raise Margaret to be a human and humane being, a strong and happy and loving person.  Amen.
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Mark:


Vicki and I are both fortunate to have wonderful strong families.  We are pleased that so many have joined us here today.  However, we feel it is important to recall those who have gone from this world.  They are so much a part of us and our lives, that it is hard not to feel them present.  A child's gesture recalls that of a great grandfather she never knew.  An act of kindness and generosity reminds us of the example of a much loved great grandmother.  The laugh of one recalls for us the joy of another.  A chain of memory and blood binds us one to the other through the years and through the generations.  And this afternoon, with a full heart, we pause and remember and proudly add to that chain.  We wish to symbolize their memory with this, my grandfather Jake Kohn's tallis.  We wrap Margaret in it now and hope that it will drape her shoulder and cover her chuppa in the future.


I would now like to call up my mother and father.

Dad H.:


Margaret, the cup of wine from which you will drink is the vessel of our hopes for you.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy that you have brought your parents and to us.  So many of our hopes for you cannot be spoken.  They must be left in the heart's deep silent places.  May your life be as sweet as the wine; may your just and loving deeds be as numberless as the leaves on the vine; and may your cup of warmth and caring never be empty.

Mom H.:


O Lord, you have given us a granddaughter, a being now helpless, the potential for greatness upon the earth.  With your divine wisdom and kindness may she learn to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; reach into the future, yet never forget the past.  Bring her the insight to know herself and the wisdom to know You.  May you bless this house with health, happiness, and contentment so that all the members of our families are able to serve you.  Margaret, we are so proud of you and only hope that your life is full of goodness and joy.  May you be a blessing to your parents and all of us.  


(Place necklace on Margaret)

Vicki:


I would like to ask my parents to join us.
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Dad B.:


O Lord, build us a granddaughter who will be strong enough to know when she is weak and brave enough to face herself when she is afraid:  one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, but humble and gentle in victory.  Send her not only in the path of ease and comfort but also in the spur of difficulty and challenge.  May she grow in vigor of mind to become an intelligent and informed human being; and may she happily attain the marriage canopy and life of good deeds.

Mom B.:


Every person born into this world represents something new, something that never existed before, something original and unique.  It is the duty of every person to know and consider that she is unique in the world in her particular character...for if there had been someone like her there would have been no need for her to be in this world.  Margaret is called upon to fulfill her particular role in this world.  Margaret, you have already brought us much joy and happiness.  We know your future will hold promise and your life will enrich all you touch.  (Place rose in vase)

Mark:


At our wedding, almost two years ago, seven blessings were recited.  Today, those seven blessings take on added meaning as we celebrate our joy at the birth of our daughter.  I ask Rabbi Levin to lead us in the seven blessings over this, our wedding kiddush cup filled with wine, the symbol of joy.

Rabbi Levin:  (Hebrew followed by English)


Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.


Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, Creator of humanity.


Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, Who created human beings in Your image and Your likeness.  And out of their very selves You prepared for them a perpetual spiritual being.  Praised are You, our Lord, Creator of humanity.


Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, Who remembers the covenant and Who is steadfastly faithful in Your covenant, keeping Your promise.


Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, who causes parents to rejoice with their children.
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Praised are You, Lord our God, Source of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, for enabling us to reach this day.


(Drink the wine)


In contemplating such artistry, we contemplate a miracle.  She is a miracle of renewal, a new start, a new opportunity.  The cycle of life continues.  In the presence of this company and Lord our God, we declare that on the, the 23rd day of May, 1993, corresponding to the 3rd day of Sivan, 5753, this child shall have the English name of Margaret Kathryn and the Hebrew name Margarit Adiyah u bat Moshe v-Leah.  May this be a name which brings honor to our people, joy to her family, and fulfillment to herself.  May she live and grow in health and happiness.

Mark:


Margaret is named after my grandmother, Margaret Israel Kohn.  I pray that our little Margaret will grow up to have the beauty, love for family, and devotion to goodness that characterized my grandmother's life.

Vicki:


Margaret's middle name is Kathryn, named after my grandmother, Kathryn.  May Margaret Kathryn grow to have her great grandmother's warmth and love to share with her family and friends.

Mark:



Margaret's Hebrew second name, Adiyah, means God's treasure.  Margaret is truly God's treasure that he has shared with all of us.

Vicki:


As she has entered the covenant, so may she enter a life devoted to Torah, the blessing of marriage, and the practice of goodness.

Rabbi Levin:


May the one who blessed our mothers, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, bless this child, Margaret Adiyah, and Keep her from all harm.  May the One bless her to grow up in comfort, health, and happiness.  May the One give to her parents the joy to seeing her happily married, a radiant mother of children, rich in honor and joy to a ripe old age.  May this be the will of God, and let us say Amen.


The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord look kindly upon you and be gracious to you.


The Lord bestow favor upon you and give you peace.
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SERVICE FOR THE NAMING


OF ALEXANDRA EUGENIA HOOPES

Rabbi:

Today we are here to introduce Alexandra Eugenia Hoopes into the Jewish community.  We formally recognize her as a Jew by giving her a Hebrew name, something she shares in common with other members of the Jewish community, and which serves as a basic symbol in her religious life.  Her English name signifies the reality and fundamental importance of her individuality.  Her Hebrew name brings her into the life of Judaism.  Within her is the spirit of untold generations of Jews who have been born, and lived and died; and always have they married and loved and borne new generations of Jews to carry the covenant.


B'rucha ha-ba-ah -- may she who comes be blessed.  Reverence for life has been bestowed upon you, Lauren and John, as a fulfillment of your covenant with God, as it is written:  And God said to Israel:  Choose life, that you and your descendants may live.


The birth of a daughter brings you joy and hope, and the courage to reaffirm your enduring covenant with life and its creator.

Lauren:


(Lights candle and takes baby)  Joyfully, I bring my daughter into the covenant of Israel:  a covenant with God, with Torah, and with life.  Baruch atah adonai, elohaynu melech ha'olam, asher keedshanu b'mitzvotav, v'tzeevanu al keeduch ha'chayim.  Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, by whose Mitzvot we are hallowed, who commands us to sanctify life.

John:


(Lights candle and takes baby)  A-nee adonai ve'ey-ten-chah leev-reet ahm l'or goyim.  I, the Lord, have made you a covenant people, a light to the nations.  Kee nair mitzvah v'Torah or.  For the Mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah a light.  Baruch atah adonai ha-may-eer l'o-lahm koo-lo b'k'vodo.  Blessed is the Lord, whose presence gives light to all the world.

Lauren:


Please join us in the she-hech-e-anu which we recite as a celebration of the birth of our daughter and her entry into the Jewish community.
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Community:


Baruch atah adonai, elohaynu melech ha-o-lahm, she-hech-e-anu, v'key-y-manu, v'hig-e-any, lazman hazeh.  Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.

Rabbi:

Children are the provision of the Lord:  the fruit of the womb, his reward.  There is a new light in your hearts and in your home.  These candles celebrate the birth of your daughter.  Out of the creative darkness she has come.  These candles celebrate her emergence into light.  Fortunate is the woman who knows the joys of holding her child, for she has held a star; Fortunate is the man who becomes a father to a child, for he has held eternity in his arms.  These candles celebrate the fire of your love out of which this child was created.

Lauren:


We have been blessed with the gift of new life.  We have shared the love and pain and joy in bringing our daughter into life and have been privileged to participate in the marvel and beauty of creation.

John:  

By the way we live, we hope to teach you, Alexandra, to become a loving and caring person with a sense of your own worth and with a respect for that of others.  We dedicate ourselves to the creation of an exciting and meaningful Jewish home and to a life of compassion for others, hoping that you will grow to cherish and emulate these ideals.  We hope to teach you that life has many unknown possibilities and that you will reach for them and for the stars.

Lauren, John, & Rabbi:


Shema Yisrael adonai elohanu adonai echad.  Baruch shaym kevod malchutoe le-olam vaed.

Rabbi: 


We drink wine at every joyous occasion, and we sanctify every ritual and ceremony with a Kiddush.  Wine is the image and symbol of life.

Family:  


This cup is the vessel of your parents hopes.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy that you have brought your parents.  So many of the hopes for you cannot be spoken.  They must be left in the heart's deep, silent places.  May your life be as sweet as this wine; may your just and loving deeds be as numberless as the tendrils of the vine; and may your cup of warmth and caring never be empty.
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Rabbi:

Let us unite ourselves with the vast miracle of life, of birth and generation, of the order of the universe, by reciting together the blessing over the wine.  Baruch atah adonai elohanu melech ha'olam, boray p'ree ha'gafen.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, who has granted us the privilege of tasting fully of life.


(Lauren and John drink.  Baby gets drop of wine.)

Lauren:


Tomorrow is a mystery, and the day after is unknown.  In awe we face our daughter's tomorrows, all that this child may come to be.

John:


Our daughter is now dreaming innocence.  With our love and care we seek to make her dreams real in the world.

Rabbi:


On this 14th day of November, 1993, corresponding to the 30th day of Hechvan, 5754, of the Hebrew calendar, you give to your daughter the English name Alexandra Eugenia and the Hebrew name Aviva Yael.  The Hebrew name Aviva means "Spring."  Yael means "God is willing."  My she live and grow in health and happiness.


Our God, God of all generations, sustain this child, and let her be known in the House of Israel as Aviva Yael.  May she bring much joy to her family in the months and years to come.  As she has entered into the covenant of life, so may she enter into the study of Torah, the blessing of marriage, and the practice of goodness.


(insert Hebrew)


May the One who blessed our mothers, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel, bless this child and keep her from harm.  May her parents rear her to dedicate her life in faithfulness to God, her heart receptive always to Torah and Mitzvot.  Then shall she bring blessing to her parents, her people, and all the world.
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Bea:

O Lord, you have given our granddaughter, a being now helpless, the potential for greatness upon the earth.  With your divine wisdom and kindness may she learn to stand up in the storm; learn compassion for those who fall.  May she learn to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; reach into the future, yet never forget the past.  Grant her the insight to know herself and the wisdom to know You.  May You bless this family with health, happiness, contentment, and peace so that all its members may be able to serve You.  Amen


(insert Hebrew)

Lucy:


O Lord, make us a granddaughter who will be strong enough to know when she is weak and brave enough to face herself when she is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, but humble and gentle in victory.  Send her, I pray, not only in the path of ease and comfort, but also in the spur of difficulty and challenge.  May she grow in vigor of mind to become a true bat Torah, an intelligent and informed human being; and may she happily receive the gift of true friendship and live a life of good deeds.  Amen.

Lauren:

Alexandra is named after my mother's father, Abraham Snyder.  He was a man of tremendous courage--leaving the country and language of his youth to bring his family to a new country, a new world, of which he became so proud.  He was known as a kind, gentle man, with an elegance and charm that made him especially popular with the ladies.  We had a very special friendship, from the time I was born until he died when I was fifteen.  I give to my daughter the kepa which I had made for him when I was in Israel the summer he passed away.

John:


Alexandra's middle name is Eugenia.  She is named for Lauren's uncle, Eugene Gelfand.  Uncle Gene was a man of abundant patience and great wisdom.  He always had a twinkle in his eye and a zestful enthusiasm for life.  As a state legislator and judge, he had a reputation for fairness and compassion.  Both Lauren and I were very close to him, and will never forget the joy he took in marrying us.

Rabbi:

Guide Alexandra, O Lord, so that she will bring honor to the names of our matriarchs and to her great-grandfather and great-uncle, after whom she is named.  Bestow upon her their qualities of nobility, intelligence, beauty, strength, kindness, and fairness.  Teach her to have compassion upon all life that she be blessed with the three-fold blessing of Torah, Chupah, and Massim Tovim.

Example #7, pg 5

Family:


We are thankful for the many joys with which our life has been blessed.  Now this great goodness has come to us:  a new life, a new child to love, the opening of a new chapter in the chronicle of our family's existence.  O may this child grow up in health and happiness, to become a blessing to family, friends, and neighbors.


May her dear parents find much joy in the years that lie before them.  Grant, O God, that they rear their child with wisdom and understanding, teaching her the ways of righteousness, leading her to the study of Torah and the practice of love and kindness.


May we, too, be granted the joy of seeing her mature, and the gratification of helping her to realize what she does best.  Then our humble prayer shall have found its answer:  the days and years to come shall be times of peace and wondrous fulfillment for us.  Amen.

John:

O God, make us better parents.  Teach us to understand our child, to listen patiently to what she has to say, and to answer all her questions kindly.  Keep us from interrupting or contradicting her.  Make us as courteous to her as we would have her be to us.  Don't ever let us laugh at her mistakes, or shame or ridicule her when she displeases us.  May we never punish her for our own selfish satisfaction, or because our pride has been injured.  Help us teach our child never to lie or steal.  Guide us always that we may demonstrate by all that we say and do, that honesty produces happiness.  Make us fair and just, O God.  Any make us fit to be loved, respected, and honored by our daughter.  Amen.

Lauren:

O Lord, make us better parents.  Reduce the selfishness in us.  And when we are out of sorts, help us to hold our tongue.  May we remember that our daughter will be a child, and that we should not expect from her the judgment of adults.  Let us not rob her of the opportunity to teach herself and to make her own decisions.  Prevent us from ever using guilt to motivate or control her.  Bless us so that we may grant all her reasonable requests, and the courage to deny her privileges that we know will hurt her.  Teach us to understand our child.  Make us fair and just, O Lord, and make us fit to be loved, respected, and honored by our daughter.  Amen.
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Gwen:

And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, speak to us of children.  And He said:  Your children are not your children.  They are the sons and daughters of life's longing for itself.  They come through you but not from you.  And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.  You may give them your love but not your thoughts.  For they have their own thoughts.  You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.  You may strive to be like them, but strive not to make them like you.  For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.  You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.  The Archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite and He bends you with his might that his arrows may go swift and far.  Let your bending in the Archer's hand be for gladness.  For even as He loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.

John:

It is in this spirit that today, Alexandra, we declare to you:  Your existence is your possession, not ours.  Out of our love and concern we lead you through life for a little while, to help you live and grow.  It is our hope and prayer that we will know when that time is done.  For then, with grace and respect, we must return to your what has been ours only in trust--that which has always been rightfully yours:  yourself.  Blessed are you, our child, in the newness of your existence.  Blessed are we who have been enriched by your life.

Lauren:


O God, we give thanks to You for the gift of our child, who has entered into the covenant of life.  Keep her from all harm and grant that she may be a source of joy to us and all her dear ones.  Be with us, and give us health and length of days.  Teach us to rear our child with care and affection, with wisdom and understanding, that she may be a faithful child of our people and a blessing to the world.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Source of life.

Lauren and John:

We are the promise of what has passed and the dreamers of what is to come.  Through us the past lives.  Upon our daughter the future rests.
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Rabbi:

All of you present are important witnesses to this momentous event in Alexandra's life and in the lives of her parents Lauren and John, her grandmothers Bea Mattleman, Lucy Hoopes, and Nancy Hoopes, her aunts Elsie Gelfand and Gwen Mattleman, and the family and friends who cannot be with us to celebrate today--especially her grandfathers Doctors Nathan Mattleman and Jack Hoopes.  I hope that you will also celebrate other simchot in their lives.


(Priestly benediction)

John:

(Thanks everyone for coming and invites them downstairs to reassemble for the Hamotzee.)


Hamotzee


Ba-ruch, a-tah Adonay, Elohaynoo, Me-lech ha-olahm, hamotzee lechem meen ha-aretz.
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Covenant Service for a Son (Circumcision)


(To be held at home or synagogue)


(Rabbi's remarks might be made here.)


(Infant is brought in and might be held in a specially designated chair)

Rabbi:  

This is the chair of Elijah, whose spirit is with us.  May his remembrance be for good, bearing the promise of God's redemption.  Blessed is he who comes here in God's name.

Assembly:


We rejoice!  A child has come into the world.  We rejoice as we bring this child into the Berit, the Covenant between God and the Jewish people.


(insert Hebrew)


The rite of circumcision is a mitzvah, a sign of our Covenant with God, as it is written:  "God said to Abraham, 'You shall keep My Covenant, you and your children after you.  He who is eight days old shall be circumcised, every male throughout your generations.'"  (Genesis 17:10-12)

Assembly:


May we, like our ancestor Abraham, obey the commandment of God:  "Walk before Me, and strive for integrity."  (Genesis 17:1)


(Choose one of the following responsive readings)

I.:
Rabbi:

When Israel stood at Sinai to receive the Torah, the Holy One said:  "Present to me good guarantors that you will guard My Torah, and then I shall give it to you."

Assembly:


They said; "Our ancestors are our guarantors."

Rabbi:


The Holy One said:  "Your ancestors are not sufficient guarantors.  Bring Me better guarantors, and I shall give you the Torah."
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Assembly:


They said:  "Ruler of the universe, our prophets are our guarantors."

Rabbi:


God said to them:  "The prophets are not sufficient guarantors.  Yet bring Me better guarantors and I shall give you the Torah."

Assembly:


They said:  "Our children will be our guarantors."

Rabbi:


The Holy One said:  "They are certainly good guarantors.  For their sake I give the Torah to you."


(continue as noted below)

or II:

Rabbi:


The Psalmist said:  (insert Hebrew)

Assembly:


"Children are a heritage of God, the fruit of the womb is a precious reward."  (Psalm 127:3)

Rabbi:


Our God, and God of all generations, we thank You for all blessings:

Assembly:


For the mystery of creation, for Torah and mitzvot, for companionship and love, for the warmth of family, for the joy and sacred privilege of parenthood.

Parent(s):


As have generations of parents before us, we joyfully bring our son into the Covenant of circumcision.

Continue after I or II, above:

Parent(s):


God, You have given a Teaching to Israel, instructing our ancestors to teach it to their children, that the generations to come might know it.
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Rabbi:


God remembers the Covenant forever, the word commanded to a thousand generations.  God made this Covenant with Abraham, renewed the bond with Isaac, and established it as a statute with Jacob, an everlasting Covenant with Israel.  We praise You, O God, who establishes the Covenant.


(All rise)


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot and who commands us concerning the mitzvah of circumcision.


(The circumcision is performed)

Parent(s)


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot and commands us to bring our son into the Covenant of Abraham, our father.


Baruch Ata, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, asher kideshanu bemitsvotav, vetsivanu lehachniso biverito shel Avraham avinu.

Rabbi:

Our God, God of our mothers and our fathers!  Sustain this child through his parents' loving care.  Let him be known among our people Israel by the name                         .  May his name be a source of joy to him, and inspire him to serve our people and all humankind.  May his parents rejoice in his growth of body and soul.  As they have brought him into the Covenant, so may they, with wisdom and patience, lead him to the study of Torah, to a life of good deeds, and to a marriage worthy of God's blessing.  And let us all say, Amen.


(Significance and family derivation of Hebrew name


might be mentioned by parent(s) or reader)


May God who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah, bless this infant who has been circumcised, and bring him speedily to full healing.  May his father and mother have the privilege of raising him, educating him, and encouraging him to attain wisdom.  May his hands and his heart be faithful in serving God.  And let us all say, Amen.

Rabbi:


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.


(insert Hebrew)


(Wine is touched to infant's lips.  Family shares the wine)
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Parent(s), Grandparent(s), and those present:


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life, sustained us, and brought us to this joyous time.


Baruch Ata, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu vekiyemanu vehigi-anu lazeman hazeh.

Rabbi:

May God bless you and keep you.


May God's presence shine upon you 


and be gracious to you.


May God's presence be with you and 


give you peace.


(If the mother cannot be present at the circumcision, the following prayer might be offered by or with her when the child is taken to her.):


O God, we give thanks to You for the gift of our child, 


                          , who has entered into the Covenant of Abraham.  Keep him from harm, and grant that he may be a source of joy to us and to all who love him.  Be with us and give us health and length of days.  Teach us to raise our child with care and affection, with wisdom and understanding, that he may be a faithful child of our people and a blessing to the world.  We give thanks to you, O God, the Source of life.
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Covenant Service for a Daughter


(To be held at home or synagogue.)


(Remarks might be made here.)


(Infant is brought in and might be held in a specially


designated chair.)

Rabbi:


This is the chair of Elijah, whose spirit is with us.  May his remembrance be for good, bearing the promise of God's redemption.


Blessed is she who comes here in God's name.

Assembly:


We rejoice!  A child has come into the world.  We rejoice as we welcome this child into the Berit, the Covenant between God and the Jewish people.

Rabbi:


When the people of Israel stood at Mt. Sinai, ready to enter into the Berit, God addressed these words to Moses:  "Thus shall you say to the House of Jacob, and tell the Children of Israel...."  Our rabbis taught:  "House of Jacob" refers to the women of Israel, and "Children of Israel" refers to the men.  (Midrash Rabba, Exodus 28:2)

Assembly:


May we, like all the men and women at Sinai, obey the commandment of God:  "You shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests and a holy people."  (Exodus 19:6)

       (
Choose one of the following responsive readings)

I.:

Rabbi:


When Israel stood at Sinai to receive the Torah, the Holy One said:  "Present to Me good guarantors that you will guard My Torah, and then I shall give it to you."

Assembly:


They said:  "Our ancestors are our guarantors."

Rabbi:

The Holy One said:  "Your ancestors are not sufficient guarantors.  Bring Me better guarantors, and I shall give you the Torah."
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Assembly:


They said:  "Ruler of the universe, our prophets are our guarantors."

Rabbi:


God said to them:  "The prophets are not sufficient guarantors.  Yet bring Me better guarantors and I shall give you the Torah."

Assembly:


They said:  "Our children will be our guarantors."

Rabbi:


The Holy One said:  "They are certainly good guarantors.  For their sake I give the Torah to you."


(continue as noted below)

or II:
Rabbi:


The Psalmist said:  (insert Hebrew)

Assembly:


"Children are a heritage of God, the fruit of the womb is a precious reward"  (Psalm 127:3).

Rabbi:


Our God, and God of all generations, we thank You for many blessings:

Assembly:


For the mystery of creation, for Torah and mitzvot, for companionship and love, for the warmth of family, for the joy and sacred privilege of parenthood.

Parent(s)


We joyfully bring our daughter into the Covenant of Israel.

Rabbi:


God remembers the Covenant forever, the word commanded to a thousand generations.  We praise You, O God, who establishes the Covenant.

Continue after I or II above:
Parent(s):


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot and commands us to bring our daughter into the Covenant of our people, Israel.

Example #9, pg 3


Baruch Ata, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, asher kideshnu bemitsvotav, vetsivanu lehachnisah biverit am Yisra-eil.

Rabbi:


Our God, God of our mothers and our fathers!  Sustain this child through her parents' loving care.  Let her be known among our people Israel by the name                       .  May her name be a source of joy to her, and inspire her to serve our people and all humankind.  May her parent(s) rejoice in her growth of body and soul.  As they have brought her into the Covenant, so may they, with wisdom and patience, lead her to the study of Torah, to a life of good deeds, and to a marriage worthy of God's blessing.  And let us all say, Amen.


(Significance and family derivation of Hebrew name might be 
mentioned by parent(s) or rabbi.)
Rabbi:


May God who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah, bless this infant.  May her father and mother have the privilege of raising her, educating her, and encouraging her to attain wisdom.  May her hands and her heart be faithful in serving God.  And let us all say, Amen.


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.


(insert Hebrew)


(Wine is touched to infant's lips.  Family shares the wine.)

Parent(s), Grandparent(s), and those present:


We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life, sustained us, and brought us to this joyous time.


Baruch Ata, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu vekiyemanu vehigi-anu lazeman hazeh.

Rabbi:



(insert Hebrew)


May God bless you and keep you.


May God's presence shine upon you


and be gracious to you.


May God's presence be with you and


give you peace.
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Adoption of an Infant


(Berit Mila or Berit laBat takes place first)

Rabbi:


Blessed are you who come here in God's name.


(insert Hebrew)


Our tradition welcomes the newcomer into the House of Israel as a true member of our people.  So, too, do Jewish parents receive a child into their home as a true son/daughter.  Thus, we now gather to celebrate the gift of a new life and the entry of this life into the covenant of his/her new family and people.  Upon this life, we ask God's blessing.


May                               grow in health and loyalty, bringing joy and fulfillment to all who embrace him/her as their own.  May love and devotion through the years knit him/her into the fabric of this family as one born of his/her own parents.


May those who bring                                  into their midst, be privileged to raise him/her to maturity and responsibility.
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For the Naming of a Child


This ceremony may be performed in the Synagogue or at home.

Rabbi:


God and Creator, happy parents have come into Your presence to voice the longings of their hearts in prayer.  Give them the wisdom to teach their child to be faithful to the heritage of the Household of Israel, that he/she may grow up with the knowledge that You are always near to him/her, guiding and sustaining him/her.  Keep open the eyes of his/her spirit, that he/she may ever be conscious of the beauty and wonder of Your world.  And let him/her learn to love the goodness that is in man and woman, that he/she may ever nourish the goodness that is in man and woman, that he/she may ever nourish the goodness that hs been implanted within him/her.  Though none can escape sorrow and pain, we humbly ask for him/her the courage to face evil, the faith to transcend it, and the strength to subdue it.  Grant him/her health of mind and strength of body, that he/she may enjoy fullness of years and live to do Your will in faithfulness.  Amen.


(insert Hebrew)


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, whose love and kindness extend to all the world.

Parents:


Blessed is the Lord, our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this happy day.


O God, for the gift of this child we give thanks, praying that we will be worthy of the blessing and responsibility of parenthood.


Parents read the appropriate (for a boy/girl below):

For a boy:

May we show our gratitude to You by leading our son in the way of righteousness.  Teach us so to guide and instruct him, that he may grow up to be loyal to Judaism and a worthy member of the Jewish community.

For a girl:


May we show our gratitude to You by leading our daughter in the way of righteousness.  Teach us so to guide and instruct her, that she may grow up to be loyal to Judaism and a worthy member of the Jewish community.
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Rabbi:


(insert Hebrew)

For a boy:


May the One who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, bless this child with life and health.  May he be a joy to his parents.  May he live to bring honor to the House of Israel, blessing to humanity, and glory to the name of God.

For a girl:


May the One who blessed our mothers, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and  Rachel, bless this child with life and health.  May she be a  joy to her parents.  May she live to bring honor to the House


of Israel, blessing to humanity, and glory to the name of God.

Rabbi continues:


Now, in the presence of loved ones, we give to this child the name                                    Let it become a name honored and respected for wisdom and good deeds.  May God's blessing rest upon this child now and always.
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The Covenant of Life


This ritual is conducted on the eighth day

May she who comes be blessed.


(insert Hebrew)

Reverence for life has been enjoined upon us as a fulfillment of our covenant with God, as it is written:  And God said to Israel:  Choose life, that you and your descendants may live.

The birth of a daughter brings us joy and hope, and the courage to reaffirm our enduring covenant with life and its Creator.


The mother kindles a light and takes her daughter:

Joyfully I bring my daughter into the covenant of Israel:  a covenant with God, with Torah, and with life.

Ba-ruch a-ta, A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu, me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher ki-de-sha-nu be-mits-vo-tav ve-tsi-va-nu al ki-dush ha-cha-yim.

Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, by whose Mitzvot we are hallowed, who commands us to sanctify life.


The father kindles a light and takes his daughter:


(insert Hebrew)

I, the Lord, have made you a covenant people, a light to the nations.


(insert Hebrew)

For the Mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah a light.


(insert Hebrew)

Blessed is the Lord, whose presence gives light to all the world.


Both parents say:


(insert Hebrew)

Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.


(insert Hebrew)
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This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.


(insert Hebrew)

Lord, You established a testimony among us, You set a Teaching in Israel, commanding our ancestors to make them known to their children; that the generations to come--children yet unborn--might know them.


(insert Hebrew)

You are for ever mindful of Your covenant, the word You commanded for a thousand generations:  the covenant You made with the founders.  Your sworn promise to their descendants, the commitment You made to our people, Your everlasting covenant with Israel.


(insert Hebrew)

O give thanks to the Lord, who is good, whose love is everlasting.


(insert Hebrew)

Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.


(insert Hebrew)

Our God, God of all generations, sustain this child, and let her be known in the House of Israel as                       .  May she bring much joy to her parents in the months and years to come.  As she has entered into the covenant of life, so may she enter into the study of Torah, the blessing of marriage, and the practice of goodness.


(insert Hebrew)

May the One who blessed our mothers, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel, bless this child and keep her from all harm.  May her parents rear her to dedicate her life in faithfulness to God, her heart receptive always to Torah and Mitzvot.  Then shall she bring blessing to her parents, her people, and all the world.


(insert Hebrew)

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord look kindly upon you and be gracious to you;

The Lord bestow favor upon you and give you peace.  Amen.
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(The service might conclude with a reading in the form of an alphabetical acrostic of the child's name, selected from Psalm 119 or other scriptural verses.)

(In the event that one of the parents is not present at the ceremony, this prayer may be offered later):

O God, we give thanks to You for the gift of our child, who has entered into the covenant of life.  Keep her from all harm, and grant that she may be a source of joy to us and all her dear ones.  Be with us and give us health and length of days.  Teach us to rear our child with care and affection, with wisdom and understanding, that she may be a faithful child of our people, and a blessing to the world.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Source of life.
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COVENANT CEREMONY FOR A DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL

Under a canopy of silken black embroidered with fire, the Groom approaches, though His betrothed cannot.  Amid stentorian thunder will He profess devotion.


Lightning accents love--cosmic taggin adorning the forthcoming Utterance.  The desert mutes its tenants in the moment of anxious assent:


"I AM"


"We will."


He is given leave to enter.  Unborn children nod.

Parents:


It happened thusly, in a moment millenia ago; our people, on a mountain, covenanted with the Eternal--He to be their God, they to be His people.  Not only with those present at that moment was this covenant made, but with future generations as well, as it is written, "Neither with you alone do I make this covenant and this oath...also with him that is not here with us this day."


Though they accepted them, the unborn of future generations only affirm the potential meanings of that covenant; they cannot affirm its kinetic realities.  But when the unborn come into the world, when their humanity changes from potential to real, the covenant must also be affirmed as real.


With this thought in mind and in the presence of family, friends, and the Jewish community, we bring our daughter into this age-old agreement between her people, of whom she is now a member, and her God.

All:


Barucha ha-ba-ah b'shem Adonai.

Siblings:


When Israel stood to receive the Torah, the Holy One Blessed be He, said to them:  I give you my Torah.  Present Me with good guarantors that you will guard it, and I shall give it to you.


They said:  Our ancestors are our guarantors.


The Holy One Blessed be He, said:  Your ancestors are not sufficient.  Yet bring Me good guarantors and I shall give you the Torah.
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They said:  Master of the universe, our prophets will be our guarantors.


He said to them:  The prophets are not sufficient guarantors.  Yet bring me good guarantors and I shall give you the Torah.


They said:  Here, our children will be our guarantors.


The Holy One, Blessed be He, said:  Yes, they are good guarantors.  For their sake I give the Torah to you.

Parents:


We have been blessed with the gift of a new life.  We have shared love and pain and joy in bringing our daughter into life and have been privileged to participate in the marvel and beauty of creation.


By the way we live, we hope to teach our daughter to become a caring and loving person with sense of her own worth and a respect for that of others.  We dedicate ourselves to the creation of an exciting and meaningful Jewish home and to a life of compassion for others, hoping that our daughter will grow to cherish and emulate these ideals.


For millenia Shabbat, the Sabbath, has been a sign of covenantal commitment which has inspired generations of our people with the drive to creativity and the values of human dignity, as it is written:



The people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath in every generation as a covenant for all time.  It is a sign forever between Me and the people of Israel, for in six days the Eternal God made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested from His labors.


Therefore, with candles, tangible symbol of Shabbat, we bring her into this Covenant, and pray that the flame of faithfulness to it will always burn brilliantly in her soul.


(Mother kindles a candle and takes her daughter)

Mother:


Joyfully I bring my daughter into Israel's covenant:  with God, with Torah, and with life:


Baruch ata Adonai, Elohenu Melech ha-olam, asher kidshanu b'mitsvotav, v'tseevanu l'hakhnees et beetaynu biv'rit am Yisrael.

Blessed is Adonai, our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who has sanctified us through Mitzvot, and commanded us to bring our daughter into the Covenant of the people of Israel.

Example #13, pg 3


(Father kindles a candle and takes his daughter)

Father:


Ani Adonai, v'eten'cha liv'rit am, l'or goyim.


I, the Lord, have made you a covenant people, a light to the nations.


Ki ner mitzvah, v'Torah or.


For the Mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah a light.


Baruch ata Adonai, ha-meir l'olam kulo bik'vodo.


Blessed is Adonai, whose presence gives light to all the world.


Hodu laDonai ki tov, ki l'olam chasdo.


Give thanks to Adonai, whose is good, whose love is everlasting.


Zeh hayom assah Adonai; hagilah v'nishmecha vo.


This is the day Adonai has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

All:


Baruch ata Adonai, Elohenu Melech ha-olam, borei p'ri ha'gafen.


Blessed is Adonai, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.


Baruch ata Adonai, Elohenu Melech ha-olam, she'hecheyanu, vikimanu, v'higeeyanu, laz'man hazeh.


Blessed is Adonai, Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this hour of joy.

Grandparents:


O lord, blessed be this hour when we again open our hearts to glorify Your Name for Your divine wisdom and kindness.  Today we celebrate the coming into Israel of a new daughter.  You have given to our granddaughter, a being now helpless, the potential for greatness upon the earth.  May You bless this house with health, happiness, and contentment so that all the members of our families be able to serve You.  May the child grow in vigor of mind to become a true bat Torah, an intelligent and informed human being; and may she happily attain the marriage canopy and a life of good deeds.  Amen.
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Sandak, or Grandparent:


Every person born into this world represents something new, something that never existed before, something original and unique.  It is the duty of every person in Israel to know and consider that she is unique in the world in her particular character...for if there had been someone like her there would have been no need for her to be in this world.  Thus, she is called upon to fulfill her particularity in this world.


The wonder of such uniqueness was expressed by our Sages thusly:


"There is none holy as the Lord, there is none like You, neither is there any rock (tsur) like our God."  (Read not) "neither is there any rock (tsur)" (Instead, read) "neither is there any artist (tsayar) like our God."

All:


How is this understood?

Sandak:


A human (artist) draws a figure on a wall.  Can he possibly draw the same figure on water?  But the Holy One, Blessed be He, creates a fetus in the womb of its mother--in water itself.

All:


Thus it is said, "There is no artist like our God."

Sandak:


A human (artist) paints the human form and must use many colors...But the Holy One, Blessed be He, creates a human being from a single drop.

All:


Thus it is said, "There is no artist like our God."

Sandak:


When a human (artist) fashions the human form, his creation cannot create others; but the Holy One, Blessed be He, fashions human beings who in turn bring others into the world.

All:


Thus it is said:  "There is no artist like our God."


In contemplating such artistry, we contemplate a miracle.  She is a miracle of renewal, a new start, a new opportunity.  The cycle of life continues:  therefore, we, a community in the House of Israel, give this child the name:  SHOSHANNA AVIVA KOZBERG----


SHOSHANNA AVIVA BAT HARAV CHAIM DOVID V'YETTA RIVKA.
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Parents:


Kayaim et ha-yaldah hazot l'aveehah ool'eemah, v'teekaray sh'ma b'Yisrael:  Shoshanna Aviva bat haRav Chaim Dovid v'Yetta Rivka.


Yismach ha'av b'yotset chalatsav, v'tagayl eemah b'prei veetnah.  Zot haktanah, g'dolah tiyeh.  K'shem she'nikn'sah labrit, ken teekanes laTorah, lachuppah, colam'asim tovim

All:


AS SHE HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE COVENANT OF OUR PEOPLE, SO MAY SHE GROW INTO A LIFE OF TORAH, THE BLESSING OF MARRIAGE, AND THE PRACTICE OF GOOD DEEDS.

Father:


Said the Community of Israel:  I am the One, and beloved am I.  I am she who was hidden in the shadow of mount Sinai and in a brief space, I blossomed forth in good deeds before him like a lily (shoshanna) with hand and heart, and I said before Him, "All that the Lord has said we will do and obey."  (Exodus 24:7)


And it is written:


"I will be as the dew unto Israel; he shall blossom as the lily."  (Hosea 14:6)  Just as the lily does not pass our of existence because of its scent, so Israel does not pass out of existence because of religious acts and good deeds.

Mother:


As we give tzedakah every year on Shoshanna's birthday to Keren Or, the Jerusalem Institutions for the Jewish Blind, may the sweet fragrance of righteousness and compassion emanate from our daughter throughout her life.  May Torah, which is called "soft as a lily," be her portion and may she blossom into a flower of wisdom and sanctity, a blessing to her parents, her people, and all humanity.  Amen.

Father:


I am a father,  I have a daughter and I love her dearly.  I would like my daughter to obey the commandments of the Torah; I would like her to revere me as her father.  And so I ask myself the question over and over again:  "What is there about me that deserves the reverence of my daughter?"


You see, unless I live a life that is worthy of her reverence, I make it almost impossible for her to live a Jewish life.  So many young people abandon Judaism because the Jewish models that they see in their parents are not worthy of reverence.  And so, in many cases, it is the parents who make it impossible for the young to obey the Fifth Commandment.
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Mother:


O Lord, make me a better parent.  Teach me to understand my children, to listen patiently to what they have to say, and to answer all their questions kindly.  Keep me from interrupting or contradicting them.  Make me as courteous to them as I would have them be to me.  Forbid that I should ever laugh at their mistakes, or resort to shame or ridicule when they displease me.  May I never punish them for my own selfish satisfaction, or to show my power.  Let me not tempt my child to lie or steal.  And guide me always that I may demonstrate by all that I say and do, when I am out of sorts, help me to hold my tongue.  May I ever be mindful that my children are children, and that I cannot expect of them the judgment of adults.  Let me not rob them of the opportunity to wait on themselves and to make decisions.  Bless me so that I may grant all their reasonable requests, and the courage to deny them privileges that I know will hurt them.


Make me fair and just, O Lord.  And fit me to be loved, respected, and imitated by my children.  Amen.

***********************************

Meditations
My message to parents is:  Every day ask yourselves the question:  "What is there about me that deserves the reverence of my child?"  And I also have a message for young people.  In spite of the negative qualities that you may discover in your parents, you should remember one thing, and that is that your father and mother represent the mystery of your existence.  Unless you have reverence for the mystery of your existence, regardless of the faults of your parents, you are simply not human.  There is a unique mystical relationship--a relationship of love and sacrifice--between parents and children.  As you ponder the mystery of your own existence, you will come to observe that indispensable commandment of civilization, to revere your mother and father.


Ten Commandments for Parents
1.
Thou shalt strive to banish fear and anxiety from thy gates and invite love and security within thy portals.

2.
Thou shalt see thy child as a personality to be released, not as a possession to be retained, praising his accomplishments, judging them according to his youth and his gifts.

3.
Thou shalt honor and cherish thy mate and thyself so that love permeates the household and adorns its inhabitants.

4.
Thou shalt train up thy child to respect himself but in so doing not feel rejected by thee.
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5.
Thou shalt not be cowardly or overindulgent lest thy child knows not the bounds of decency and good behavior.

6.
When thou art vexed with the ways of childhood remember, then, the days of thy youth.

7.
Thou shalt help thy child love beauty, uphold truth, walk in friendship, and serve his nation.

8.
Thou shalt make thy home thy child's home wherein his friends are welcome guests.

9.
Thou shalt not exploit, nor compete with thy child for gain or for pride or for any selfish end, nor visit upon him thy parents' shortcomings toward thee.

10.
Thou shalt teach thy child diligently thy faith, to observe its commandments and attend its worship, prepare him for marriage and the doing of good deeds.

**********************************

Y'varekhakha Adonai v'yishm'rekha.

Ya'air Adonai panav aylekha ve'khuneka.

Ye'sa Adonai panav aylekha, v'yasaim lekha shalom.

May Adonai bless you and protect you.  

May Adonai look kindly upon you, and 

be gracious unto you.

May Adonai bestow favor upon you and

give you peace.
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RESOURCES
1.
Kozberg, Cary "Shavuot" Journal of Reform Judaism, (Summer, 1980), p. 72.

2.
Midrash Songs of Songs Rabbah I, 24; II 1:1, 2-6.

3.
From "A Covenant for the Daughters of Israel" by Rabbis Sandy & Dennis Sasso, Moment, May/June, 1975.

4.
Gates of the House, pp. 114-117.

5.
Midrash Tanhume "Tazrim."

6.
Brit service for Deborah Jaffe--conducted by Rabbi Donald Splansky, Temple Sholom, Cincinnati, Ohio (unpublished).

7.
"O Lord..." (anonymous prayer).

8.
"Ten Commandments for Parents" by Rabbi William Kramer.
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A CEREMONY OF THE COVENANT


FOR THE BRITH OF OUR SON


ALEXANDER SEYMOUR


SEPTEMBER 13, 1984        ELUL 16, 5744


SON OF


ANDREW AND TRACY BOTWIN


GRANDSON OF 


ARNOLD AND ETHEL BOTWIN


AND


MARGE MANDEL


GREAT GRANDSON OF


SARA LEE PERLMAN


BIRTH DATE


SEPTEMBER 6, 1984         5744
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Insert Hebrew where appropriate


Rabbi Levin


Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord.


The rite of circumcision has been enjoined upon us as a sign of our covenant with God, as it is written:


And God said unto Abraham:  You shall keep My covenant, you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations.  This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your offspring after you:  every male among you shall be circumcised.


Andy


In conformity with hallowed Jewish observance, I present my son for the covenant of circumcision.


Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who hast sanctified us by Thy commandments and commanded us to bring our sons into the covenant of Abraham our father.


Rabbi Levin


For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children; that the generation to come might know them, even the children that should be born.


He hath remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a thousand generations:  (the covenant) which He made with Abraham, and His oath unto Isaac:  and He established it unto Jacob for a statute, to Israel for an everlasting covenant.


Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who hast sanctified us by Thy commandments and enjoined upon us the rite of circumcision.


Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who hast kept us alive, sustained us and permitted us to reach this sacred day.


Circumcision

After the circumcision, the Rabbi raises the cup of wine and reads:

Blessed art Thou, O lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.
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The Rabbi then continues:

Our God and God of our fathers, sustain this child in life and health and let him be known in the household of Israel by the name                                     .  Cause the parents to rejoice in this child whom Thou hast entrusted to their care.  As he has been brought into the covenant of Abraham, so may he be led to the study of Thy Torah, enter into a marriage worthy of Thy blessing, and live a life enriched with good deeds.

O Thou who didst bless our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, bless this child that healing and strength may come to him speedily.  May his father and mother find joy and fulfillment in rearing him.  May his life be dedicated in faithfulness unto Thee, and may he bring blessing to his parents, to his people, and to all mankind.

May the Lord bless thee and keep thee.

May the Lord cause His countenance to shine 

upon thee and be gracious unto thee.

May the Lord lift up His countenance unto thee 

and give thee peace.  Amen.


Andy

By the way we live, we hope to teach you Alex, to become a loving and caring person with a sense of your own worth and a respect for that of others.  We dedicate ourselves to the creation of an exciting and meaningful Jewish home and to a life of compassion for others, hoping that you will grow to cherish and emulate these ideals.  We hope to teach you that life has many unknown possibilities and that you will reach for them and for the stars.


Responsive Reading (light candles before begin)

Avis and Elliot:  There is a new light in your hearts and in your home

Parents:  These candles celebrate the birth of our child.

Avis and Elliot:  Out of the creative darkness he has come.

Parents:  These candles celebrate his emergence into light.

Diane and Doug:  Fortunate the woman who knows the pangs of birth, for she has held a star.  Fortunate the man who fathers a child, for he has held eternity in his arms.

Parents:  These candles celebrate the fire of our love out of which our son was created.
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Rabbi

As we gather here in community, we make manifest the unity of the universe that gave us all birth.  Let us recite together:


Shema Yisrael Adonay Eloheynu Adonay Echad.


Here O Israel:  The Lord is our God, the Lord is One.


Baruch Shem K'vod Malchuto L'olam Vaed.


Praised be His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.


Tracy and Andy

Tomorrow is a mystery and the day after that is unknown.  In awe we face our son's tomorrows, all that He may come to be.  With our love and care we seek to make His dreams real in the world.


Great Grandmother Sara Lee

Your children come through you, but do not belong to you.  You may give them your love, but not your thoughts; for they have thoughts of their own.


Rabbi Levin

Today we are here to introduce Alexander Seymour Botwin into the Jewish community.  We formally give him the name Jew, which he shares in common with other members of the community, and which serves as a basic symbol in his religious life.  We give him a Hebrew name and an English name.  His proper name signifies the reality and fundamental importance of his individuality.  The Hebrew name brings him into the life of Judaism.  Within him is the spirit of untold generations of Jews who lived so that the idea of the people of Israel would endure.  Jews have been born, and lived and died; and always have they married and loved and borne new generations of Jews to carry on the covenant.


Parents, Grandparents, Great Grandparents, Aunts, and Uncles

Let us take this opportunity to rejoice in the pleasure of a new human life as we welcome this child with love and understanding, with whispers, and smiles.

B'ruchim Ha'baim:  Blessed are all who have come here on this happy occasion, this simcha.


Tracy and Andy (responsively)

Andy:  We have not seen the robin but we know he is there because we heard him singing through our window from the tree-top outside.

Tracy:  We have not seen God.  But we have looked at our child's eyes, and have been overwhelmed by the miracle of unfolding life.

Andy:  We have watched the trees bedeck themselves with new garbs of green in the spring, and have been stirred by the miracle of continual rebirth.
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Tracy:  We have looked at the stars, and have been overcome by the miracle of the grandeur and majesty of the universe.  We know that God exists, because we have heard the song of His presence from all the tree-tops of creation.  (Ben Zion Bokser)


Tracy

We have been blessed with the gift of new life.  We have shared the love and pain and joy in bringing our son into life and have been privileged to participate in the marvel and beauty of creation.


Grandmother Marge

You may house your children's bodies, but not their souls:  for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, even in your dreams.  You may strive to be like your children, but you cannot make them like you; for life goes only forward, and does not tarry with yesterday.


Grandmother Ethel

O Lord, you have given our grandson, a being now helpless, the potential for greatness upon the earth.  With your divine wisdom and kindness may He learn to stand up in the storm; learn compassion for those who fall.  May He learn to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; reach into the future, yet never forget the past.  Grant him the insight to know himself and the wisdom to know You.  May You bless this house with health, happiness, and contentment so that all the members of our families be able to serve You.  Amen.


Grandfather A.E.

O Lord, build us a grandson who will be strong enough to know when he is weak and brave enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, but humble and gentle in victory.  Send him, I pray, not only in the path of ease and comfort, but also in the spur of difficulty and challenge.  May he grow in vigor of mind to become a true bar Torah, an intelligent and informed human being; and may he happily attain the marriage canopy and a life of good deeds.  Amen.


Rabbi

We drink wine at every joyous occasion, and we sanctify every ritual and ceremony with a Kiddush.  Wine is the image and the symbol of life.


Godparents Gina and Louis Malashock


(the cup is filled with wine from a new bottle)

This cup is the vessel of your parents hopes.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy that you have brought your parents.  So many of the hopes for your cannot be spoken.  They must be left in the heart's deep, silent places.  May your life be as sweet as this wine; may your just and loving deeds be as numberless as the tendrils of the vine; and may your cup of warmth and caring never be empty.
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Rabbi

Once before, at your wedding, you drank together from the cup of wine.  Drink again for you have shared the greatest of joys--that of participating in the creation of a new life.

Let us unite ourselves with the vast miracle of life, of birth and generation, of the Order of the universe, by reciting together a benediction over wine:


Baruch ata Adonay Elohanu Melech Ha'olam Boray P'ree Ha'gafen.


Blessed are Thou, O Lord Our God, who has granted us the privilege of tasting fully of life.


(father and mother drink--baby is given a drop of wine)


Responsive reading

Diane and Doug:
An artist draws a figure on a wall.  Can he possibly draw the same figure on water?  But, the Holy One, Blessed be He, creates a fetus in the womb of its mother--in water itself.

Avis and Elliot:
Thus it is said, "there is no artist like our God."  An artist paints the human form and must use many colors...

Diane and Doug:
But the Holy One, Blessed be He, creates a human being from a single drop.

Avis and Elliot:
Thus it is said, "There is no artist like our God."

Diane and Doug:
When an artist fashions the human form, his creation cannot create others; but the Holy One, Blessed be He, fashions human beings who in turn bring others into the world.

Avis and Elliot:
Thus it is said, "There is no artist like our God."


Rabbi

In contemplating such artistry, we contemplate a miracle.  He is a miracle of renewal, a new start, a new opportunity.  The cycle of life continues.  In the presence of this company and the Lord, our God, we declare that on this 13th day of the month of September, 1984, corresponding to the 16th day of Elul, 5744, of the Hebrew calendar, this child shall be known in the Household of Israel as Shimshon Schlomo.  May this be a name which brings honor to our people, joy to his family, and fulfillment to himself.  May he live and grow in health and happiness.


Tracy

Alex has been named after his great grandfathers Alexander Shosterman and Solomon Botwin, and his grandfather Seymour Mandel.  On this day, we give our son the name "Jew," and thus bring him into the community of Israel.  May this name we now bestow from without come to have ever greater meaning within.
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Andy

Our blessing to you is that you become a fulfilled Jewish man, a person who can love in a world which returns that love.


Tracy

O Lord, make me a better parent.  Teach me to understand my child, to listen patiently to what he has to say, and to answer all his questions kindly.  Keep me from interrupting or contradicting him.  Make me as courteous to him as I would have him be to me.  Forbid that I should ever laugh at his mistakes, or resort to shame or ridicule when he displeases me.  May I never punish him for my own selfish satisfaction, or to show my power.  Let me not tempt my child to lie or steal.  And guide me always that I may demonstrate by all that I say and do, that honesty produces happiness.  Make me fair and just, O Lord.  And fit me to be loved, respected, and imitated by my son.  Amen.


Andy

O Lord, make me a better parent.  Reduce the meanness in me.  And when I am out of sorts, help me to hold my tongue.  May I ever be mindful that my son is a child, and that I cannot expect of him the judgement of adults.   Let me not rob him of the opportunity to wait on himself and to make decisions.  Bless me so that I may grant all his reasonable requests, and the courage to deny him privileges that I know will hurt him.  Teach me to understand my child.  Make me fair and just, O Lord.  And fit me to be loved, respected, and imitated by my son.  Amen.


Rabbi places hands upon baby's head and recites:

May God bless you as he blessed Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

May the Lord bless and keep you.

May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord lift up His face unto you and give you peace.

Let us say AMEN.


Andy

It is in this spirit that today Alex, we declare to you:

Your existence is your possession, not ours.  Out of our love and concern we intrude in your life for a little while, to help you live and grow.  It is our hope and our prayer that we will know when that time is done.  For then, with grace and respect, we must return to you what has been ours only in trust--that which has always been rightfully yours:  yourself.  You are not in this world to live up to our expectations:  You are You

                                 And I am I

Blessed are you, our child, in the newness of your existence.

Blessed are we who have been enriched by your life.
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Tracy

O God, we give thanks to You for the gift of our child, who has entered into the covenant of life.  Keep him from all harm, and grant that he may be a source of joy to us and all his dear ones.  Be with us, and give us health and length of days.  Teach us to rear our child with care and affection, with wisdom and understanding, that he may be a faithful child of our people, and a blessing to the world.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Source of life.


Tracy and Andy

We are the promise of what has passed and the dreamers of what is to come.  Through us the past lives.  Upon our son the future rests.  Amen.
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Brit Chayim


"Covenant of Life" of


Allison Jennifer Ullman


May 27, 1996
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Welcoming Guests

Lee


We want to welcome all of you, our family and friends, to this Brit Chayim--a ceremony where we will welcome our daughter into the Jewish community.


We are blessed to be joined today by Allison's family:  Grandma Ella & Grandpa Bernie, Grandma Sharon & Grandpa Bernie, Aunt Patty & Uncle Ray, Uncle Steven, and Uncle Chad & soon-to-be Aunt Julie.  We are especially pleased that Allison's great-grandma Mildred Gerstein is joining us in thought from Milwaukee as are numerous great-aunts and uncles and cousins.  Everyone is especially happy and proud to welcome Allison to the family!


Handing Baby From Generation to Generation

Rabbi


Susan and Lee wanted to begin the service with the symbolic act of handing down Allison from generation to generation.

Great Grandma Bessie:


When Israel stood at Sinai to receive the Torah, the Holy One said:  "Present to Me good guarantors that you will guard My Torah, and then I shall give it to you."

Ella & Bernie:


They said:  "Our ancestors are our guarantors."

Sharon & Bernie:


The Holy One said:  "Your ancestors are not sufficient guarantors.  Bring Me better guarantors, and I shall give you the Torah."

Patty & Ray:


They said:  "Ruler of the universe, our prophets are our guarantors."

Steven:


God said to them:  "The prophets are not sufficient guarantors.  Yet bring Me better guarantors and I shall give you the Torah."

Chad & Julie:


They said:  "Our children will be our guarantors."  The Holy One said:  "They are certainly good guarantors.  For their sake I give the Torah to you."


Welcoming the Baby
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Rabbi


Today we are here to introduce Allison Jennifer Ullman into the Jewish community.  We formally recognize her as a Jew by giving her a Hebrew name, something she shares in common with other members of the Jewish community, and which serves as a basic symbol in her religious life.  Her English name signifies the reality and fundamental importance of her individuality.  Her Hebrew name brings her into the life of Judaism.  Within her is the spirit of untold generations of Jews who have been born, and lived and died; and always have they married and loved and borne new generations of Jews to carry the covenant.

Rabbi


B'rucha ha-ba-ah--blessed is our new arrival.  Reverence for life has been bestowed upon you, Susan and Lee, as a fulfillment of your covenant with God, as it is written; And God said to Israel:  "Choose life, that you and your descendants may live."


The birth of a daughter brings you joy and hope, and the courage to reaffirm your enduring covenant with life and its creator.

Susan (lights candle, takes baby, and recites):


Joyfully, I bring my daughter into the covenant of Israel: a covenant with God, with Torah, and with life.


Baruch ata adonai elohaynu melech ha'olam asher keedshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzeevanu al keedush ha'chayim.


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, by whose Mitzvot we are hallowed, who commands us to sanctify life.

Lee (lights candle, takes baby, and recites):


A-nee adonai ve'ey-ten-chah leev-reet ahm l'or goyim.


I, the Lord, have made you a covenant people, a light to the nations.


Kee nair mitzvah v'Torah or.


For the Mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah a light.


Baruch atah adonai ha-may-eer l'o-lahm koo-lo b'k'vodo.


Blessed is the Lord, whose presence gives light to all the world.

Rabbi


Please join us in the she-hech-e-anu which we recite as a celebration of the birth of Allison and her entry into the Jewish community.

Community


Baruch atah adonai, elohaynu melech ha-o-lahm, she-hech-e anu, v'ke-y-manu, v'hig-e-anu, lazman hazeh.
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Family


Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day of joy.

Rabbi


Children are the provision of the Lord; the fruit of the womb, his reward.  There is a new light in your hearts and in your home.  These candles celebrate the birth of your daughter.  Out of the creative darkness she has come.  These candles celebrate her emergence into light.  Fortunate is the woman who knows the joys of holding her child, for she has held a star; fortunate is the man who becomes a father to a child, for he has held eternity in his arms.  These candles celebrate the fire of your love out of which this child was created.

Susan


We have been blessed with the gift of new life.  We have shared the love and pain and joy in bringing our daughter into life and have been privileged to participate in the marvel and beauty of creation.

Lee


By the way we live, we hope to teach you, Allison, to become a loving and caring person with a sense of your own worth and with a respect for that of others.  We dedicate ourselves to the creation of an exciting and meaningful Jewish home and to a life of compassion for others, hoping that you will grow to cherish and emulate these ideals.  We hope to teach you that life has many unknown possibilities and that you will reach for them and for the stars.

Rabbi


We drink wine at every joyous occasion, and we sanctify every ritual and ceremony with a Kiddush.

Grandparents


This cup is the vessel of your parents hopes.  The sweetness of its taste is the joy that you have brought your parents.  So many of the hopes for you cannot be spoken.  They must be left in the heart's deep silent places.  May your life be as sweet as this wine; may your just and loving deeds be as numberless as the tendrils of the vine; and may your cup of warmth and caring never be empty.

Grandma Bessie


Let us unite ourselves with the vast miracle of life, of birth and generation, of the order of the universe, by reciting together the blessing over the wine.
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Blessing over the wine

Community, family, & Rabbi


Baruch atah adonai elohanu melech ha'olam, boray p'ree ha'gafen.


Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, who has granted us the privilege of tasting fully of life.


(Susan and Lee drink wine--baby gets a drop)

Susan


Tomorrow is a mystery, and the day after is unknown.  In awe we face our daughter's tomorrows, all that this child may come to be.

Lee


Our daughter is now dreaming innocence.  With our love and care we seek to make her dreams real in the world.


Why These Names?

Susan


We give our daughter the name Allison Jennifer and the Hebrew name Devorah Yakova.


Allison is named in memory of two very special people in my life.  Yakova in her Hebrew name is for my grandfather, Jack Gerstein.  Her middle name, Jennifer, is for my grandmother, Jenny Chortek.


For the first 20 years of my life, I was blessed with a loving and doting grandpa.  My favorite childhood memories are filled with overnights to grandpa and grandma's house where we would go for long walks  and grandpa would talk about his next fishing trip, exaggerate the size of the fish he did catch and tell me jokes all along the way--always involving the same three people:  a priest, a rabbi, and as he put it "a china man."  He was a wonderful family man to his four daughters and 10 grandchildren and he was always there to be my friend, to spoil me a little and to love me a lot.  Well Grandpa, it's another girl!  Allison, I know all these wonderful qualities--his sense of humor, his warm family commitment, and making people feel special will live on with you.


Allison is also named in memory of my Grandma Jenny--the matriarch of the Chortek family.  She is probably the strongest person I knew:  having been widowed and left to raise seven children on her own; as well as two grandchildren at the age of 75.  Among her seven children and 10 grandchildren, Grandma instilled a strong work ethic, a strong commitment to Jewish values and traditions, and family meant the world to her.  She was respected by all that knew her.  
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Grandma lived to be 101 and was very proud of her family.


Allison, may Grandma's strength and fortitude always be with you as well as her never ending devotion to family and Jewish values and traditions.

Lee


Allison is named in memory of a very special person in my life.  Devorah, her Hebrew name, is for my grandmother, Dottie Gottlieb.  My grandmother had a real zest for life.  She was always on-the-go and loved her volunteer work with Hadassah and spending time with her friends and family.  I'll always remember at every family event, my grandmother dancing, laughing, and enjoying herself.  She loved sports, especially her beloved Royals.


Allison, may you enjoy life, friends, and family to the fullest and be willing to help others like my Grandma Dottie.  Also, may you become an avid sports fan just like her.

Rabbi


On this 27th day of May, 1996, corresponding to the 9th day of Sivan, 5756, of the Hebrew calendar, you give to your daughter the English name Allison Jennifer and the Hebrew name Devorah Yakova bat Laab Yehuda v Dena Josepa.  The Hebrew name Devorah means prophetess and judge--a great leader of the Jewish people and Yakova is the feminine of Jacob--from whom the 12 tribes of Israel came.  We hope she follows in the footsteps of her ancestors.  And, may she live and grow in health and happiness.


Our God, God of all generations, sustain this child, and let her be known in the House of Israel as Devorah Yakova.  May she bring much joy to her family in the months and years to come.  As she has entered into the covenant of life, so may she enter into the study of Torah, the blessing of marriage, and the practice of goodness.


(insert Hebrew)

Grandma Sharon


O Lord, you have given our granddaughter, a being now helpless, the potential for greatness upon the earth.  With your divine wisdom and kindness may she learn to stand up in the storm: learn compassion for those who fall.  May she learn to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; reach into the future, yet never forget the past.
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Grandpa Bernie C.


Grant her the insight to know herself and the wisdom to know You.  May You bless this family with health, happiness, contentment, and peace so that all its members may be able to serve you.  Amen.

Grandma Ella


O Lord, make us a granddaughter who will be strong enough to know when she is weak and brave enough to face herself when she is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, but humble and gentle in victory.

Grandpa Bernie U.


Send her, I pray, not only in the path of ease and comfort, but also in the spur of difficulty and challenge.  May she grow in vigor of mind to become a true bat Torah, an intelligent and informed human being; and may she happily receive the gift of true friendship and live a life of good deeds.  Amen.

Ella & Bernie


We are thankful for the many joys with which our life has been blessed.  Now this great goodness has come to us:  a new life, a new child to love, the opening of a new chapter in the chronicle of our family's existence.  O may this child grow up in health and happiness, to become a blessing to family, friends, and neighbors.

Sharon & Bernie


May her dear parents find much joy in the years that lie before them.  Grant, O God, that they rear their child with wisdom and understanding teaching her the ways of righteousness, leading her to the study of Torah and the practice of love and kindness.

Family


May we, too, be granted the joy of seeing her mature and the gratification of helping her to realize what she does best.  Then our humble prayer shall have found its answer; the days and years to come shall be times of peach and wondrous fulfillment for us.  Amen.

Susan


O Lord, make us better parents.  Teach us to understand our child, to listen patiently to what she has to say, and to answer all he questions kindly.  Keep us from interrupting or contradicting her.  Make us as courteous to her as we would have her be to us.  Don't ever let us laugh at her mistakes, or shame or ridicule her when she displeases us.  May we never punish her for our own selfish satisfaction or because our pride has been injured.  Help us teach our child never to lie or steal.  Guide us always that we may demonstrate by all that
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we say and do, that honesty produces happiness.  Make us fair and just, O God.  And make us fit to be loved, respected, and imitated by our daughter.  Amen.

Lee


O Lord, make us better parents.  Reduce the selfishness in us.  And when we are out of sorts, help us to hold our tongue.  May we be mindful that our daughter is a child and that we should not expect from her the judgement of adults.  Let us not rob her of the opportunity to teach herself and to make her own decisions.  Prevent us from ever using guilt to motivate or control her.  Bless us so that we may grant all her reasonable requests, and the courage to deny her privileges that we know will hurt her.  Teach us to understand our child.  Make us fair and just, O Lord, and make us fit to be loved, respected, and imitated by our daughter.  Amen.

Aunt Patty & Uncle Ray


And a woman held a babe against her bosom said, speak to us of children.  And he said:  Your children are not your children.  They are the sons and daughters of life's longing for itself.  They come through you but not from you.  And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.  You may give them your love but not your thoughts.  For they have their own thoughts.

Uncle Steven


You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.  You may strive to be like them, but strive not to make them like you.  For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

Uncle Chad & Aunt Julie


You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.  The Archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite and He bends you with his might that his arrows may go swift and far.  Let your bending in the Archer's hand be for gladness.  For even as he loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.

Lee


Allison, by bringing you into the covenant of Israel and with God, we hope to instill in you the belief of the Jewish people in one God and unity of creation.  This belief is expressed in the Shema and now let us all recite it together.

All


Shema Yisrael adonai elohanu adonai echad.  Baruch shaym kevod malchutoe le-olam vaed.
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Susan & Lee



With all our heart, with all our soul, with all our might

    We thank You, God, for the gift of this wonderful child.

    We thank you for a healthy pregnancy, a safe delivery, and 

    a speedy recovery.


With all our heart, with all our soul, with all our might


We pray for the continued health of this child


We pray for her to be strong in mind and body,


To grow steadily and sturdily in a home filled with joy.


We pray for her to become a person who greets the world


With passion, courage, humility, humor, and patience.


With all our heart, with all our soul, with all our might


We pray for God to watch over our family


We pray for the ability to love and nurture this child


To provide for her and to educate her


To understand her and to allow her the freedom to grow.

Rabbi


All of you present are important witnesses to this momentous event in Allison's life and in the lives of her parents, Susan and Lee; her grandparents, Ella and Bernie Ullman, and Sharon and Bernie Chortek; her great-grandmother, Bessie Ullman and Mildred Gerstein.  I hope that you will also celebrate other simchot in their lives.


(priestly benediction)

Lee


Thank you all for sharing this very special occasion with us!  Please join us in the Hamotzee:

All
Ba-ruch a-tah Adonay, elohaynoo, Me-lech ha-olahm, hamotzee lechem meen ha-aretz.

